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1. SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER FRASER AND SENIOR GOVERNMENT 
OFEICIALS HAVE AGREED TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT HAWKE AND 
ACTU EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS TO DISCUSS URANIUM SAFEGUARDS. 

THE MEETING IS IN RESPONSE TO AN ACTU CONEERENCE ON 
FEBRUARY 1 1 WHICH CALLED FOR "FULL CONSULTATIONS" WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT ON PRESENT AND EUTURE SAFEGUARDS. THE GOA 
DECISION TO MEET WITH THE TRADE UNION LEADERS REPRESENTS 
ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT VICTORY FOR HAWKE AND ACTU MODERATES 
OVER THE ACTU'S MILITANT LEFTIST MINORITY WHO HAVE BREN 
GOING ALL OUT TO PREVENT THE MINING AND SHIPMENT OF 
URAMIUM. IT WAS DOUBLY SWEET BECAUSE IT CAME ON THE 
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HEELS OF A MARCH 6 MELBOURNE WATERSIDE (LONGSHOREMEN) 

WORKERS' OVERWHELMING VOTE (THREE TO ONE) TO ENDORSE THE 
ACTU DECISION ON URANIUM EXPORT CONTRACTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE MEETING IS BEING ARRANGED BY MINISTER OF 
EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS STREET.AS WELL AS 
PM FRASER, FONMIN PEACOCK, AND MINISTER OE ALORGININAL 
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AFFAIRS VINER (THE RIGHTS OE ABORIGINES IN THIS MATTER 
WILL ALSO BE DISCUSSED) WIT T. ALSO ATTEND. 

3. ACTU PRESIDENT BOB HAWKE WELCOMED THE MEETING AS A 
POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE FEBRUARY ACTU CONFERENCE. AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, HE SAID THE ACTU UNIONS WOULD ASK FOR FULL 
DETAILS OF PRESENT SAEEGUARDS AND THOSE LIKELY TO BE 
DEVELOPED SOON. HE SAID THE ACTU WOULD NOT PASS JUDGMENT 
ON THE MATTER UNTIL WE KNOW WHAT THE GOVERNMENT KNOWS. 
HAWKE ALSO SAID THE GOA REACTION WAS AN INDICATION THAT 
THE ACTU HAD DEALT REASONABLY WITH THE URANIUM ISSUE. 
"WE'VE HANDLED THE THING VERY COOLLY AND I THINK VERY 
SENSIBLE," HE SAID. "THERE WAS A CLEAR ONUS ON THE 
GOVERNMENT TO RESPOND POSITIVELY AND I AM GLAD THAT THEY 
HAVE." 

4. ONE OF THE KEY ISSUES EOR DISCUSSION WILL BE THE 
SETTING UP OF AN INDEPENDENT URANIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL. 
HAWKE SAID HE WOULD PRESS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A 
RECOMMENDATION THAT " A PERMANENT URANIUM ADVISORY 
COUNCIL TO INCLUDE ADEQUATE REPRESENTATIVES OE THE 
PEOPLE BE ESTABLISHED IMMEDIATELY TO ADVISE THE GOVERN- 
MENT BUT WITH THE DUTY ALSO TO REPORT AT LEAST ANNUALLY 
TO THE PARLIAMENT WITH REGARD TO THE EXPORT AND USS OP 
AUSTRALIAN URANIUM HAVING IN MIND THE HAZARDS, DANGERS, 
AND PROBLEMS OF AND ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRODUCTION OP 
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NUCLEAR ENERGY." 

5. HE ALSO SAID IT WAS UP TO THE ACTU EXECUTIVE TO DE- 
CIDE WHETHER IT COULD MAKE A DECISION ON THE ADEQUACY 
OF THE SAEEGUARDS OR WHETHER IT SHOULD BE REPERRED TO A 
SPECIAL ACTU CONFERENCE. BUT THAT DAY HE SAID WAS STILL 
FAR OFF. 

6. HAWKE STRESSED THAT THE FEBRUARY 1 1 CONPERENCE DID 
NOT AUTHORIZE THE OPENING OP NEW MINES - EVEN TO HONOR 
EXISTING CONTRACTS. THAT, HE SAID, WOULD DEPEND UPON 
RECEIPT OP SATISFACTORY ASSURANCES ABOUT NON-PROLIPERATION 
SAEEGUARDS AND WASTE DISPOSAL PLANS. 

ALSTON 
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